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Mrs Jacqui Phillips 

Jacqui... I have been a governor at Stroud High School since 1999 and Chair of Governors 

since 2001.  Dylan Davies and I are now Co-Chairs of the Board of Governors.   I have also 

served 23 years as a primary school governor and worked as an additional governor or interim 

executive board member at five other schools.  

 

Before having children, I worked firstly for London Transport and then as a traffic engineer 

linking signals via computers to optimise vehicle movement in city networks throughout West 

Yorkshire. Arriving in Gloucestershire with two daughters I followed them into school and 

became a governor. 

 

I enjoy all aspects of governance and have chaired a variety of committees over the years but I 

feel passionate about wanting students to be able to access the best available education. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  Steering Group (Chair); may attend all committees. Health and Safety 

and Data Protection Governor 

  

  
Mr Chris Ryland 

Chris … I have four daughters, the two younger of whom attended Stroud High School which is 

how I first became a governor in 1999. In addition to my duties as Chairs of several committees, 

I am particularly interested in supporting the further development of our programme of foreign 

exchanges, believing that such visits are key to providing our students with a broader education 

about the world. I have been involved with the Afritwin link from the start and am now assisting 

the school to develop a relationship with a similar school in South Korea. Also as my business 

background is in ICT, I take an active interest in maintaining the school’s technology 

infrastructure.       

 

Governors’ Committees:  Headteacher’s Appraisal (Chair), Communications and Admissions 

(Chair), Communications and Online Safety (Chair); may attend all committees 

  

 
 

Mr Jonathan Morley 

Jonathan … I have been a governor at the school since 2012 and have been elected as Vice 

Chair of Governors.   I am a solicitor practising corporate law and bring to the governing board 

my understanding of legal and business affairs. I have also previously been a governor at a local 

village primary school.   

 

The aspect of school governance that I enjoy the most is working as part of a team to find ways 

to overcome the different challenges faced by the school. 

 

Governors’ Committees: Steering Group, Communications and Admissions (Vice Chair), 

Communications and Online Safety (Vice Chair)  Pay Review(Chair) Audit 



 
 

Mr Stephen Clark 

Stephen … I have two children and my daughter currently attends Stroud High School in year 

9. I was elected parent governor in 2020 and am interested in helping the school provide the 

best educational outcome for all pupils and further developing the school’s international links. 

My professional experience is in IT, working for a number of large IT service providers, across 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning 

  

 
Mr Phil Cowley 

Phil … I joined Stroud High School Governing Board as a Support Staff Governor in July 2013, I 

am Site Manager here at the school and have been in this post since 2011.  My background is 

in the building trade having run my own building and maintenance company prior to working 

in the education sector.  

 

Being a governor has given me the opportunity to learn a lot about many aspects of the school 

and enables me to use my knowledge of the running of the school to make a contribution. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning 

  
Dr Dylan Davies 

Dylan … I joined the Stroud High School Governing Board as a Parent Governor in October 

2008, having previously served as a Parent Governor at the Croft School, Painswick.  In 2012 I 

became Chair of the Student Learning (formerly Curriculum) Committee and am now Co Chair 

of Governors. My professional background is in engineering and management in the oil and 

gas industry. 

 

The aspects of school governance that I enjoy the most are the challenges of collectively making 

the right decisions for the school in uncertain times, and the positive attitude throughout the 

school, across students, staff and the governing board. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning (Chair), Steering Group, Headteacher’s Appraisal, 

Audit 

  



  
Mr Phillip Duncan 

Phillip … I have been a governor at Stroud High School since 2009 and I have also been Chair 

of Governors at Amberley Parochial School.  

 

I am a director of several small environmental businesses and have used my experience of 

managing tight budgets as chair of the Finance committee at Stroud High School.  

 

I enjoy the ever changing challenge of governorship but also being able to give something 

back to the school community that educated both my daughters.  

 
Governors’ committees:  Resources, Audit (Chair) 

  
Mrs Susan Freck 

Susan …I have been a Governor at Stroud High School since 2002.  I have a background of 

Primary Teaching and I am also a governor at Foxmoor Primary School.  Since my daughters 

were students at the school I have had an interest in the history of the High School and I am 

currently researching some of the schools older pictures and other artefacts.  

 

The aspects of school governance that I enjoy the most are being involved in the continuing 

development of schools and educational practice. 

  

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning, Communication and Admissions, Pay Review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mr Geoff Marshall 

 

Geoff … I am a local business owner and I have been a governor at Stroud High School since 

2003, first as Parent Governor, with my three daughters passing through the school, and 

subsequently as Community Governor until the change to Academy status. I have chaired the 

Student Learning Committee and was Chair of Finance Committee until I moved to live and 

work in Dubai in 2013 for six years, from where I regularly joined meetings remotely when not 

actually in the UK.  Now permanently back in the UK, I am currently Vice-Chair of Resources 

committee. 

 

My interests in the governance at SHS centre on the business finance and buildings 

development, though I also have a keen interest in Admissions, having had personal 

experience of the process. 

 

Governors’ Committees:   Resources (Vice Chair), Communications and Admissions, 

Communications and Online Safety, Student Learning, Pay Review, Audit 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Louise McGinty 

Louise .... I am a parent governor elected in March 2018. In my day job I am an Achievement 

Coach for Achievement for All. Within this national charity I evaluate and report on schools' 

uses of the Pupil Premium grant, and am also a Wellbeing Coach. I have valuable knowledge of 

how to implement and evaluate good practice in these areas in schools. As a primary school 

leadership specialist, I have extensive experience as an education consultant and training 

facilitator.   

I have been a governor at my children's primary school as chair of their Curriculum and Learning 

committee, so I understand the commitment, role and demands of being a governor. I am keen 

to support the development of the school, as the challenges facing the school now will affect a 

generation of girls coming through the school, so it is important to get them right.  

As I am a practitioner who supports schools to raise the achievement of the most vulnerable 

and with complementary skills, I look forward to working with the talented board of governors 

already in post.   

 

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning (Vice Chair), Audit, Safeguarding Governor 

 

  

  
Mr Mark McShane 

Mark … I have been a governor since my appointment as Headteacher back in January 2014.  I 

attend all of the Governors’ Full Board meetings and all committee meetings. 

 

It is a pleasure to work with such a committed and dedicated team of governors all of whom 

work so hard to plan the strategic future of the school. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  All committees 

 
Mrs Sinéad North 

Sinéad… I joined SHS as a parent Governor in 2020 and have a daughter that attends the 

school in Year 8.  Professionally I began my career as a clinician before moving through more 

senior leadership roles within the medical technology industry.  Currently, I work for a large 

professional services firm supporting government and public sector bodies in areas such as 

regulatory compliance and technology and digital risk. 

  

Education has been the foundation for my career.  I therefore have a strong awareness of the 

importance of ensuring that students are well equipped in all aspects, especially using STEM 

knowledge and the development of resilience for the corporate world.  I wish to contribute to 

supporting staff, parents and governors to enable all our students to flourish and achieve their 

potential. 

 

Governors’ committees:  Resources, Audit (Vice Chair) 

 
Mrs Hannah Tiley 

 

Hannah…  I am a recently appointed Parent Governor, with a daughter in year 7. I have worked 

in a variety of sectors which include Private Banking, Project Management, 

Procurement/Merchandising and currently as a Recruitment Consultant for an independent 

agency just outside of Swindon, specialising in the above sectors. A core skillset in organisation, 

data analysis and administration, with current working knowledge of industry resourcing needs, 

I applied for the role in a bid, not only to better understand how this fantastic school operates, 

but to further apply my experience towards more insightful discussion.  This is my first venture 

into governance, and I bring a passion for student development, academically and the 

promotion of a sense of self.” 

Governors’ committees:  Resources. 



 

 
Mr Keith Withers 

 

Keith … I am very proud to be able to serve on the Governing Board of Stroud High School and 

to continue my long association with the school. An old Marlingtonian myself, I have had two 

older sisters, two nieces and three daughters educated here. 

 

I have been a primary governor for many years so it seemed a natural progression to follow 

into secondary governance in 2003.  Being a practical farmer I have few formal qualifications to 

offer other than long experience and a pragmatic approach to problem solving. 

 

Committee work is very rewarding, being able to discuss issues in depth; I particularly enjoy the 

strategic discussions which take place in Steering Group. 

 

Governors’ Committees:  Resources(Chair), Steering Group, Communications and Admissions; 

Communications and Online Safety; Online Safety Governor, Audit 

 

     
Mrs Kristiane Worsdell 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristiane… I am a very new governor to the school with a daughter in Yr. 9.  I served as a 

governor in a local primary school for a number of years, also on the Learning Committee 

(specialising in Literacy, English and SEN).  I am passionate about progressive, stimulating and 

empowering education that engenders curious minds and a love of lifelong learning.  

 

I am a secondary school teacher who has taught in the U.K. and in N.Z. My background is in 

English, although I have worked in niche areas of a more pastoral nature such as, behaviour, 

emotional and social welfare, looked after children, asylum seekers and refugees, as well as 

more recently SEN.  

 

I enjoy being part of such a positive, professional, forward thinking and hardworking team 

whose every intention is to provide the best possible outcomes and day to day experiences for 

the students.   

Governors’ Committees:  Student Learning 

 

      
Ms Léonie Northcote 

Governance Manager 

 

 

 

 

Léonie … When I semi retired from being a school business manager in inner city London, I 

wanted to keep working at Leadership level within schools.  I had enjoyed supporting Boards 

of Governors since 1995 and wanted to experience a selective school.  With an earlier teaching 

career in Further Education in MFL and IT, I like to be at the cutting edge in education and 

business and am therefore proud to be a member of staff at SHS!  I hold a portfolio of activities, 

additionally clerking 3 primary schools.   
 

Young people’s education and their social and spiritual growth have been at the heart of what 

I do. I am also Area Minister for the Third Order of Franciscans in the Severn area, a spiritual 

director for the Diocese and First Chair of Inter Faith at Southwark Cathedral.    

 


